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Guideline for reviewers on the evaluation 
of research work and thesis manuscript


The reviewer is asked to evaluate the doctoral thesis and to give an opinion on the defence by completing both the synthetic evaluation form and writing a comprehensive report in a separate document according to the criteria given below.
NB. The criteria under the headings 1, 2 and 3 are indicative and non-exhaustive; they are not necessarily relevant in all cases.

1. Synthetic presentation of the thesis, in particular its context (research unit(s), interdisciplinary nature, socio-economic or other partnership ...) and its content (indicate for example the number of pages, annexes, overall structure, hypotheses, main results etc.)
2. Scientific expertise of the work: evaluate, for example, the degree of originality (innovation, advances in relation to the state of the art, contribution to the advancement of knowledge), the methodological contributions (originality of the method, rigour in the analysis of the data, objects or situations studied, rigour of the argumentation), the scope of the work carried out (complexity, extent of the research, quality of the results obtained), the candidate's abilities (critical analysis, synthesis, scientific maturity, ability to put the results into perspective), the valorisation of the work, etc. Indicate the points that may give rise to discussion during the defense 
3. Formal expertise of the thesis manuscript: evaluate, for example, the structuring of thoughts, the quality of the writing (clarity and correctness of expression), the material presentation (footnotes, quotations, titles and subtitles, internal references, etc.), the management of the bibliography (relevance of the bibliographical references, adherence to presentation norms), the quality of the figures and tables, etc. 
4. Conclusion
5. If relevant, list the corrections requested

The comprehensive report can be written using the proposed document entitled « Comprehensive report », with the Aix-Marseille University’s logo or in a separate document bearing the logo of the institution or research unit to which the rapporteur belongs.
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